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Introduction

Led bythe AfghanTaliban, mlitancy in Afghanistanhasgrown in strength andlaimed
increasingcasualties tawombatants and civilianguring last 13 year8oth Afghanistan
and thelnternationalCommunityaccusedPakistarof patronizingthe AfghanTalibanand
help themsustain militancy in the face of growirfgreign military footprint in the
country Granted its role inhe ongoing militancyPakistanis seenasthe key player in
bringing the Taliban to negotiation with the Afghan government and restoei@g in
AfghanistanHowever, he Taliban introduces thmailitancy in Afghanistaras completely
independenof Pakistanagainst foreign invasion arfdr re-establishing the Islamic rule
in the country In such context, it could be debated whetherAfghan Talibanwould
listen if Pakistan tries to urge them to negotiate with the Afghan government given that
thereareresidual forceof U.S and NATO in Afghanistan beyond 2015

The Afghan government recognizes the significance of bilateral mechabmititary or
political b betweenAfghanistan and Pakistan addess militancy in the APakregion.
There were a series of hidgéwvel visits between the two countriescently Afghan
President, Ashraf Ghani paalvisit to Pakistan on 14 November 2014 and called for
openinga new chapter in the APak relationshipwhile Pakista®s Chief of Army Staff

and military leadershipaspaidtwo visitsto Kabulsince December last year

As it is PakistanOs strategmartner and vulmable to deteriorating securityn
Afghanistan, PresidentGhani invoked China in improving the APak relationship
However,there twomajor concerns associated tivimaterializingthe peaceefforts. The
first is whetherPakistan wouldcooperae in the Afghan peace processd whether it
would be able taurge the Talibano stop fighting SecondwhetherTalibanwould listen
to Pakistanf it tries to urge them to negotiat€here is no doulthat Pakistarhas certain
leverages against tihdghan Talibanbutthey arenotenoughto urge the Taliban to agree
to a peace settlement witthe Afghan governmentThe Taliban are not kely to bow in
front of Pakistanasgiving up fightingin Afghanistandespite continued foreign military
presencas no lesghanpolitical death for the groupn a discussion witthe authorin

early DecembeR014 Wakil Ahmad Maawakil, former Talibanforeign minsterargued



that even ifTalibarOsupreme leader Mullah Muhammad Omar Mujahid agiegeae
giventhe current situatiorhe would loss his credibilitpmongTaliban. Matawakil said
Pakistan has always wantedremaingatekeepeandshow its significancen the Afghan
peace driven pursuit ofits own interest but the Taliban are way of PakistanOself:
centred policiesMatawakil argued that the Talibaent a delegatioto Qatarin pursuit
of peace talks€o cut short PakistanOs influermgposed to rumours that it was the

delegation was facilitated by Pakistan.
Future ofAfghanTaliban-Pakistanrelationship:Friends turn Enemiés

Pakistan is already facimgyowing threat of Taliban militancy on its own sodnd feas

the potential repercussions it brings pressure on théfghan Taliban to agree to
negotiatewith the Afghan governmenPakistanOs fear of such scenario is apparent from
the remarks ofts advisor on national security and foreign affairs in November 2014.
Sartaj Aziz said that Pakistan should not antagonize groups that pose mactlirelde
argued why Americaand AfghaistanOs enemies unnecessarily become PakistanOs

enemies and that Pakistan must not make enemies out of them all.

Some argue thadike al Baghdadi whdeft al Qaeda and formeldlamic State (ISpnd
key Taliban commandethat brikke away from Tahreke-Taliban Pakistan(TTP), it is
anicipatedthatthe same wilhappen tdhe AfghanTalibanif there is pressure mounted
on them to negotiate with the Afghan governmé&here weralreadyrumours thatvhen
Abdul Qayum Zakir TalibanOs number tvemd former head of military commission in
the leadership council known as Quetta rf8huas cashieredhe defected from the
Talibanandapproached Irarof helpto setup a basen its soil Abdul Hakim Mujahid,
who served agalibanOs ambassadottie UN during their ruleand currentlysening as
first deputy of Afghan High Peace Council (HP&)Is the split of Zakir and his reach
out to Iran aTaliban strategy to find an alternativie Pakistanin the region In an
interview with the authorin December @14, Mujahid said there is no convergence of
ideology between Taliban arlRbkistanother thanshared interests ithe war. He said,
Iran, although itcannotbe a goodreplacement for Pakistawould extend its support to

Taliban to use it againshe USmilitary presencan Afghanstan Such an alternative



would be vital for TalibarparticularlywhenPakistan ceasats supportto the grougf it
refuses to obey Pakistan for peace talksa reportPentagon, recentlgllegediran for
providing Olethal assistanadeGhe Afghan Talibanh In the meantimegrowing influence

of IS in AfghanistanPakistan regiortould be a spoiler to the peace talks between the
Afghan Taliban and the government. IS already triggered defectideroésts from the
Afghan Taliban.

Why Peace is Elusive?

First and foremosthe endorsement dBilateral Security AgreemerfBSA) and State of
Forces AgreementSOFA) with US andNATO would be one major reasdior those
fighting againstUS and NATO military presence inAfghanistan This includes the
ideologicaly motivated Talibanand those sponsored biran and similaractorsto
pressure the US to leave Afghanistelmwever, militants fighting ideologically are not
significart in numberbut they are ready tdie for their ideologyandwould notgive up

the fight until their goals are achieved

Matawakil and Mujahid both opposéak signingof BSA Bcalling it a hasty decisioon

the part ofthe Afghan government. Matawakil said, he had told President Ghani during
his presidential campaign that Afghanistan has two chdde=ep the international aid
pouringinto thecountrywith continuednmilitancy or give up the aidand thiswould result

in stability in the country.

There arealso some nonrideological factors that couldoreventthe peace process to

succeedThese factors include:
Lack of will and TrustFirst Catch

This has always been the biggest hurtiie negotations with the Taliban, as Afghan
governmendoes not have a unified stance-aisis peace talks with the Talibamd the

Taliban are notcertain abouttheir future postreconciliation There wereare internal

l%rogress Toward Security and Stability in AfghanistaSepartment of Defense Report to Congr@ssober
2014 http://www.defense.gov/pubs/Oct2014_Report_Final .pdf




elementswithin former and current Afghan governments thgpo® negotation with the
Taliban. These are elementsrmally associated with the NortimeAlliance (NA) Bwho
fought the Taliban until their defeain 2001 Tribal rivalries also trigger some of the
elements currently holding senior positions in Afghan governmett directly or
indirectly ruin efforts the Afghan governmentis making toreacha political settlement
with the Taliban.

Moreover, there is uncertaintyamong Taliban rank and file abobbw they will be
treatedand what they will daafter they give udighting. Thosereintegrated through
peace processes so @t harasseby the governmerdndprejudical against which falls
shadowon politicalsettlementindmake active Taliban memisehesitant t@agree taany
peace settlementMeanwhile, Taliban have gainedconsiderablepower in local
communitiesduring last 13 years and they already beenepéd as a realityThey
believe that greeing to negotiate with the government presence International

Community will cost them the current influenthey have.
Corruption and PoweAbuse: Worst than Security Threat

Ordinary villagersare sick of the corrupon in the governmenand warlords holding
senior government positiofksading people tdavour Taliban overthe governmenand
join militancy. Corruptionincreasd gap betweerthe governmenand its peopleMany
including Ret. Gen.John Allen, brmer ISAF commander iffghanistandescribed
corruptionmore serious thatine Talibaninsecurity.Judicialis the sector thdbcalsneed
frequently due to thehigher numberof disputes But given the bureaucracyand
corruption inthe governmentpeoplein rural areasapproach th&aliban courtdbecause
theyareconsideredwift, transparent anable to follow up on thewverdics. The Taliban
capitalize on theseeaknesssof the governmentand try to fill the vacuum letio seek

sympathy of localand use it against the government.

People driven by these grievanegs not going tstop fighting unlesghe grievancesare
addressednd peopleQsaustis restoredn the governmentOn the contrary, @rruption

bringssomehigh-rankinggovernmenbfficials and Talibarcloseto cooperateach other.



Timber mafia, drug cartels, illegal smugg of minesarebusinesses jointly run by the
Taliban and someocrupt governmenbfficials in parts of the countryAddressing these
iIssuesrequire a responsible governmenhich does not seem a reality in Afghanissan

far.
Drug Cartels: War Profitable thanPeace

Opium business is not only profitable to drug lords who formed armed groups and
support the Taliban but also to locals who are employed by these drug lords. These
locals, to ensure their employment, fight alongside the Taliban turmuggthde the
primaty reason fomany nonrideological groupdighting under the banner dfalibanin
Afghanistan SIGAR (Special Inspectdgeneral for Afghanistan Reconstructionforms

that e opium businesm Afghanistanprovidesfull-time jobs to 411,00® a number

greater than the entire ANSF members
Civilian Detention Creating Taliban

Another important factathat could be hurdle to peace talks is innocent civilian detention.
Former President Karzai call€ktention Facility in Parwan (DFIRhe Talban making
factory. Detainees in DEFIP and other Afghan prisons have reportedly been tortured to
confess to the crimes they even did not committedding tocreating Taliban out of

innocent civilians
Civilian Casualties

Last but not leastgivilian casualtiesalso make a decent number abn-ideological
militants to fight in the Taliban ranksThis is anothempropagandaool for Taliban
recruitmentmotivated by revengePeople become Taliban regardless of their view
towardsJihad In somecasesevenANSF membersvho wouldhave fought Talibamct

like Taliban andturn their gun against their national and international colleagues. A
number of so called Oinsider attacksO perpetrated by ANSF members clearly indicate the

impact the sensitivitpf Afghans towardsivilian casualties



Conclusim

There are no indicationghat Afghan Taliban will listen tdPakistan.Although the
leadership iscurrently enjoying safsanctuary in Pakistan bgiven the mix nature of
fighting motivatiors for the Taliban field commanders andank and file the warin
Afghanistanseems beyond PakistanOs conFot someTalibanthe continuation of war
IS necessaryo pursuepersonalinterestsor seekrevengefrom the governmentwhile a
number ofhardcoreideological Taliban willalsocontinue fighting because &fS troop
presence ithe country Moreover given the history ofralibanOs hatred towardsRtan
for allying with the US the groupdoes not think favourable of Pakistan. Pakiskahban
differences could gain momentumth therise ofIS in the regionand easily encourage

elements in the Afghan Taliban to counter Pakistan.

In the meantimehy depending the success of peace talkdesirablecommitment from
Pakistan, theAfghan governments putting all its eggs in one box'he government
instead should alsdo its homeworlkandundetakeconfidencebuilding measures tgain

trust of its peopleThe governmenheeds to act responsibly to address |lgecevances

and provide bettdiving andgoodgovernance.
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